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A PROPOSAL, &c. 



The Neyfgastle aivd Cablisle Railway CosfPANY are in 
possession of powers to make a Railway on th^ north side of 
the River T}rne, from near Scotswood to the Skinner Burn, 
at the west end of the Close ; and by a subsequent act of 
parliament have obtained a power to cross the River Tyne by 
a bridge west of Redheugh Quay, and to continue the line of 
railway to the Spital, near Westgate Street. The formet of 
these projects, so far as relates to that portion of the line be- 
tWe^ Scotswood and Dlswick, is generally understood to 
have been abandoned. The latter plan of continuing the 
railway from Dunston Haugh to the Spital, as appears by the 
parliamentary plan and section, is intended to be effected by ii 
bridge across the River Tyne, at an elevation of 20 feet above 
the ordinary high water of spring tides, and by an inclined 
plane to be worked by a stationary engine, with a tunnel, past 
the north side of the Infirmary to a depot in the Spital. 
. This arrangement was contemplated by the Newcastle and 
Carlisle Company with a view to the general accommodation 
oi the town, and convenience of the public, previously to the 
projection of the Qreat North of England and other railr 
ways. Subsequently to that period, also, several extensive 
alterations, as regards the markets and principal streets i^f 
the town, have been effected, an4 further improvements are 
contemplated, which will greatly enhance the value of rail- 
way property, and promote the commercial and manufacturing 
interests of the port of the Tyne. Arrangements are now in 
active progress, and have, to a considerable extent, been ma- 
tured^ /or establishing extensive manufactories on the north 



banks of the River Tyne, at Elswick ; and, from the investiga- 
tion which has been bestowed on the subject, there is solid 
reason to believe that this district, generally, offers many pe- 
culiar advantages for the prosecution of extensive maniitfac- 
turing processes, the success of whiich will at once increase 
the value of railway property, and add to the general pros- 
perity of the town and neighbourhood. 

In giving the requisite attention to the consideration of a 
project so extensive as the appropriation of a large district 
for the purpose of establishing extensive manufacturing and 
commercial works, it has appeared to be of the first conse- 
quence that the proprietors of the railways, and of the pro- 
perty which adjoins the district, should be consulted, and such 
arrangements entered into, as may best accord with the in- 
terests of the respective companies, and of the public; interests 
which are so mutually dependent on each oth^ that no plan 
which neglects the one can be likely to benefit the other. 

As regards the connection of the Town of Newcastle with 
the several i*ailways which are now in progress, or in contem- 
plation, it seems most desirable that such facilities may be af- 
forded as may suit the trade of the town, and the accommo- 
dation of the public generally, and, after a careful and minute 
enquiry, the following data, bearing upon the subject, pre- 
sent themselves. 

The general levels of the Newcastle and Carlisle, and of 
the Great North of England Railway, are adapted to cross 
the River Tyne, at an elevation of about 20 feet above high- 
water mark. 

The proposed terminus in the Spital does not offer favour- 
able opportunities of extension, and its distance from the 
markets is such as would necessarily require the aid of carts 
or vans to carry heavy goods either to the markets, to the 
terminus of the Newcastle and Shields Railway on the east 
side of the town, or, indeed, to the interior of the town gene- 
rally and the Quay. Many passengers also would require the 
accommodation of a conveyance to different parts of the town, 
while the limited distance would scarcely repay the expense 
of a proper establishment of carriages for that purpose. 



The space now allotted -for a depot in the Spital does not 
afford such extensive accommodation as there is Just reason to 
expect will be required at the termination of the line of the 
Newcastle and Carlisle Railway, and affords no facilities for 
the Great North of England and other Railways having de- 
p6t8 in this part of the town. 

From these and other considerations, which it would be 
tedious to detafl, but which will jnresent themselves in any 
enquiry respecting the connection and usefulness of the seve- 
ral railways, the following plan is proposed for consideration ; 
^The various details of distances, expense, and probaUe 
utifity, as compared with other practicable lines, have been 
carefully considered from a correct survey and inspection of 
the ground, and it is now submitted in a definite form in 
order to ascertain, as early as possible, the views of the Rail- 
way Directors and owners of property on the line. 

It is proposed that the railway now made on the edge of 
Dunston Haugh remain for the purpose of being continued 
eastward, as originally proposed ; that a branch railway 
commence from the same at Dunston, and rising at an in- 
lination not exceeding 1 in 300 to the level of the proposed 
bridge, shall terminate on the same level at the northern. ex- 
tremity of the bridge, in a depot near to the Herd^s House, 
west of Elswick colliery. It is proposed to afford the 
Newcastle and Carlisle Railway a convenient and eligible 
depot at this place, in addition to that at the Spital, recently 
purchased by the Company, which depot in the Spital could 
be gained by an inclined plane rising at a much more moderate 
inclination than is proposed by the parliamentary line. 

It is proposed also to furnish the Great North of England 
Railway Company, and the proprietors of any railway that 
may be continued to the north, with convenient depots ad- 
joining the river side depot of the Newcastle and Carlisle 
Company. 

From these depots it is proposed to carry a branch rail- 
way down the north shore of the River Tyne, under the 
powers held by the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Company, 
to Skinner Bum. Several of the proprietors of property 



in the Close have been consulted, . and have given a, favour- 
able opinion with reference to the important object of effects 
ing a direct railway communication with the River Tyne» 
either upon or in front of the quay alojig the Close,, so as to 
paas under the north arch of the Bridge on to ^e Quayi as , 
proposed in the first prospectus of the Newcastle and Carlisle 
Railway Company. 

Such an extension would greatly increase the facilities of 
the several owners and occupiers of property in the Close for 
receiving and transmitting fuel, or any articles of merchan- . 
dise, inasmuch as a direct and cheap mode of conveyance . 
would at all Umes be available to eaidh^ and by means of slip- 
ways and cranes all the present advantages of a water front- 
age might be secured* 

From the respective depots of the Newcastle and Carlisle 
and Great North of England Railway Companies being con- 
tiguous, and in a position admitting of any required exten- 
sion, mudi convenience and saving of time would result in 
effecting that transfer of passengers and goods, which will be 
required to a very considerable extent. 

In the event of an Edinburgh Railway also terminating in 
this situation, the interchange of passengers, goods, and cat- 
tle would be greatly increased, and when it is considered that 
this interchange would take place between the respective 
Railways, not only daily, but many times in each day, the 
vast importance of the several depots, and offices being con- 
centrated in one place, must appear. so obvious as to claim 
the earnest consideration of the Promoters and Directors of 
the various companies. It may be observied also, that this 
situation affords an oj^rtunity of the Newcastle and North 
Shields and Brandling Junction Railways having warehouses 
for the reception of goods received from, or destined for,, the 
railwajs to. London,. Edinburgh, or Carlisle. 

As regards passengers and goods going to the interior of 
Newcastle, it is proposed that they should be at once con- 
veyed from .the depot to any part of the town in three seve- 
ral directions, as follows : — By Clayton Street, to Northum- 
berland Street and Barras Bridge; one along CoUingwood 



street khd Mosley Street, to the depot of the Newcastle and 
Shields Railway ; and a third along the Branch Railway 
to the Quayside. The same conveyances moving in the 
siame routes would, at stated periods, bring passengers or 
goods from th^ several parts of the town, 'and would thus 
afford a geheral facility of communication much greater than 
coiild possibly be afforded by anjr single station in the heart 
of the town. 

' From the Spital depot to the new markets, by the present 
strfeets, is as follows : — 

yArds. 

By Westgiate Street, Pudding Chare, and 

Bigg Market, - - r 650 

By Collingwood Street and Bigg Market, 850 
By Mosley Street and New Dean Street, 1060 
By W^stgate Street and Loyv^ Friar Chare, 760 

• From the proposed depot at Elswick to the markets, is 
1600 yards, and in the event of this proposal being adopted, 
or its general arrangements acted on, it is undertaken by the 
proposer that a Macadamised road, 60 feet widfe, shall be 
made in a direct line, or by a very gentle curve to the centre 
bf the town, the ascent of which will be extremely moderate. 
By the plan hare proposed, it is submitted that the rail- 
ways of both companies would at once be put in direct com- 
munication with the high, middle, and low parts of the town 
of Newcastle. That the expense of and objection to an in- 
clined plane and tunnel to the Spital depot, ihi^t either be 
entirely avoided ot greatly obviated; that commensurate 
space for depots would be obtained to any required extent ; 
and that the terminus of each railway would be accommo- 
dated with a short and easy access to Newcastle Quay, and 
^t the sanle time, from their contiguity, much time and ex- 
pense would be saved in transferring passenger^ and g6ods 
from one line to the other. As regards the railways already 
mentioned, it is presumed that the several facilities and ad- 
vantages afforded by this position of the depots will have the 
early attention of the Directors of all the companies con- 
cerned, and a further investigation will be made in conjunc- 
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lion with the Engineers of the respective companies, and the 
proprietors of property on the line. 

It only remains to add that the position of the proposed 
depots is more favourably situated than the Spital, as regards 
a conununication with the north. Thi^ can only be effected 
by a bridge of vast dimensions and expense, or by an inclined 
plane worked by a fixed engine. The former shuts out all 
hope of connection with the lower railways, or the river, and 
with the town generally, and the cost precludes all chance of 
its being accomplished, unless at a very distant period. If, 
then, an inclined plane was made to gain the Spital, still 
another incline' would be requisite to gain the table land of 
Northumberland. Any such incline would best be com- 
menced at the terminus of other lines, and the depot of a 
Northumberland Railway could be fixed at the same point as 
those already described. The district has been examined, 
and the position of the proposed general depots is found to 
be such as would admirably suit for extending the railway 
from London in a direct line towards Edinburgh. 

To the experienced and intelligent gentlemen connected 
with the railways, and the owners of property interested, for 
whose consideration this brief outline has been prepared, it is 
only necessary to describe, generally, what is proposed, and 
what are conceived to be the advantages as compared 
with a terminus at the Spital. From a general survey of 
the property, and consideration of the expense, it is confi- 
dently submitted that the plan is practicable and highly eli- 
gible. The proposer can offer important facilities to either 
or both companies, or will undertake to execute a large por- 
tion of the project under a suitable arrangement. The an- 
nexed plan exhibits the general outline of the district, with 
the communications which it is intended should be effected 
in various directions. Detailed plans of the project, and of 
the proposed extension to Edinburgh, may be seen at Mr. 
SopwiTH^s Office, in the Royal Arcade. 
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